
Draft Statutory Code of Practice on the Disability Discrimination (Transport Vehicles) Regulations (NI) 2009 

Public Consultation: Questionnaire

 
        

Introduction
The Equality Commission for Northern Ireland has developed a draft Statutory Code of Practice on the Disability Discrimination (Transport Vehicles) Regulations (NI) 2009.  It aims to explain changes in the law as a result of the new Regulations and to provide guidance to transport providers, advisors and disabled people on their scope.

We welcome your views on the draft Code.  The purpose of the consultation is to obtain views on the usefulness of the draft Code in achieving the aims as set out above.  

We would be grateful if you would pass on your views by completing this questionnaire.  Please answer each question by writing your comments in the space provided.  The consultation questionnaire is also available at www.equalityni.org.  The closing date for this consultation is 25 September 2009. We need to receive your completed questionnaire on or before that date.

Should you have any queries in relation to the public consultation, please contact:

Oonagh Smyth
Equality Officer 
Promotion and Education Division 
Equality Commission for Northern Ireland
Equality House
7 – 9 Shaftesbury Square
Belfast
BT2 7DP

Telephone:

028 90 500 664
Textphone:

028 90 500 589
Fax:     

028 90 248 687
Email:

consultation@equalityni.org 

If you wish to receive acknowledgement of receipt of your comments please fill in your name and address or that of your organisation.  

Name:        
Address:    
                   
 
 
 
 
Postcode:  

Under the Code of Practice on Open Government, any responses will be made available to the public on request, unless respondents indicate that they wish their responses to remain confidential.

If you wish your comments to remain confidential, please tick this box


 
 
 
 
SECTION ONE – 
You and Your Organisation
The questions in this section will enable us to have a better understanding of who has responded to this consultation.
1. In which of following capacities are you responding to this questionnaire?

	As or on behalf of a public sector employer


	

	As or on behalf of a private sector employer


	

	As or on behalf of a voluntary sector organisation


	

	As or on behalf of a trade union


	

	Other 

Please state:


	


 
 
 
SECTION TWO – 
draft Code of Practice 
Overview 

2. Are there any general comments or suggestions you would like to make about the draft Code of Practice as an entire document?  
To help you understand the types of comments and suggestions we are looking for, can you provide your views on:
· the document’s layout and style;
· whether the document is easy or hard to navigate;
· the document’s overall content; 
· the document’s use of examples; and,
· the document’s overall explanation of the law and good practice.
Please remember, the points outlined above are for guidance only, if you wish to express views on other areas / issues that the draft Code should cover, do not hesitate to make your views known.
We welcome both positive and negative comments.  Please write in the box below.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Comment box continues overleaf

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Introduction 
3. Are there any comments or suggestions you would like to make about the Introduction chapter of the draft Code of Practice?  

Again, to help you understand the types of comments and suggestions we are looking for, can you provide your views on:

· the Introduction’s content, such as 
· the background to the Regulations; 
· the purpose and status of the Code; 
· references to other legislation. 
Please remember, the points outlined above are for guidance only, if you wish to express views on other areas / issues that the Introduction should cover do not hesitate to make your views known.

We welcome both positive and negative comments.  Please write in the box below.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Comment box continues overleaf

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Section Two
4. Are there any comments or suggestions you would like to make about Section Two of the draft Code of Practice?

Again, to help you understand the types of comments and suggestions we are looking for, can you provide your views on:
· The explanation of the changes to the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (the Act) as a result of the new Regulations;
· The explanation of the terms used in the Code;
· The definition of the vehicles covered under the Act
· The explanation of what is not covered by the Act.  
Please remember, the points outlined above are for guidance only, if you wish to express views on other areas / issues that the section should cover do not hesitate to make your views known.

We welcome both positive and negative comments.  Please write in the box below.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Comment box continues overleaf

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Section Three
5. Are there any comments or suggestions you would like to make about Section Three of the draft Code of Practice?  
Again, to help you understand the types of comments and suggestions we are looking for, can you provide your views on:

· The overview of Part 3 of the Disability Discrimination Act (as amended) relating to the provision of services to the public;
· The explanation of how the extension of Part 3 of the Act by the Regulations affects transport providers; 

· The description of who has rights under the Act;
· The guidance on what happens if a dispute arises.
We welcome both positive and negative comments.  Please write in the box below.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Comment box continues overleaf

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Section Four 

6. Are there any comments or suggestions you would like to make about Section Four of the draft Code of Practice?  

Again, to help you understand the types of comments and suggestions we are looking for, can you provide your views on:

· The description of the duty on transport providers not to treat disabled people less favourably;
· The suggested steps for transport providers to take to comply with the Act;
· The usefulness of the examples.  
We welcome both positive and negative comments.  Please write in the box below.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Comment box continues overleaf

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Section Five 

7. Are there any comments or suggestions you would like to make about Section Five of the draft Code of Practice?  

Again, to help you understand the types of comments and suggestions we are looking for, can you provide your views on:

· The explanation of the duty to make reasonable adjustments for disabled people in relation to transport duties. 
· The usefulness of the examples in illustrating the reasonable adjustment duty.  
We welcome both positive and negative comments.  Please write in the box below.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Comment box continues overleaf

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Section Six 

8. Are there any comments or suggestions you would like to make about Section Six of the draft Code of Practice?  

Again, to help you understand the types of comments and suggestions we are looking for, can you provide your views on:

· The explanation of how the duty to make reasonable adjustments works in practice.
· The usefulness of the examples in explaining the duty.  
We welcome both positive and negative comments.  Please write in the box below.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Comment box continues overleaf

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Section Seven 

9. Are there any comments or suggestions you would like to make about Section Seven of the draft Code of Practice?  

Again, to help you understand the types of comments and suggestions we are looking for, can you provide your views on:

· The examination of the circumstances in which a service provider may justify less favourable treatment or a failure to make reasonable adjustments.
We welcome both positive and negative comments.  Please write in the box below.
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Appendix
10. Are there any comments or suggestions you would like to make about the Appendix of the draft Code of Practice?  

We welcome both positive and negative comments.  Please write in the box below.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


THANK YOU - 
Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire.  Your questionnaire must arrive at the Equality Commission for Northern Ireland no later than 25 September 2009.  
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