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This questionnaire aims to provide you with an opportunity to comment on the development of the
new Children and Young People’s Strategy. It has intended that through this document you will
have an opportunity to put forward your views to help inform this Strategy. This questionnaire
should be completed in association with the consultation document available on the
Department of Education website.
Copies of the consultation document and the response form can be downloaded from
the Department’s website at https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/consultations/children_and_
youngpeoples_strategy_2017_2027
Comments on the Strategy can be made online at the DE website, sent by email or posted to the
address below. The deadline for responses is 5.00 pm on Monday 27 February 2017.
By email:

cyps.consultation@education-ni.gov.uk

By writing to: Children and Young People’s Strategy Team
		Room 6.14
		
Department of Education
		Rathgael House
		
43 Balloo Road
		Rathgill
		
BANGOR BT19 7PR
Please note that all responses will be treated as public, and may be published on the Department
of Education website. If you do not want your response to be used in this way, or if you prefer for
it to be used anonymously, please indicate this when responding (see Statement of Confidentiality
and Access to Information at the end of this questionnaire).
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About You

I am responding...
As an individual
✔

On behalf of an organisation

Details of Organisation

Your name

Organisation name
Organisation address

Naomi Roberts

Equality Commission for Northern Ireland

Equality House
7/9 Shaftesbury Square
BELFAST
BT2 7DP
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The Proposed Aim of the Strategy
The proposed Aim of the Executive’s Children and Young People’s Strategy is:
“To work together to improve the well-being of all children and young people
in Northern Ireland - delivering positive long-lasting outcomes.”
Please tell us to what extent you agree with the Aim as outlined above?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comments below you have relating to the aim:

We support the aim of the Executive to improve the well-being of 'all' children and young people in
Northern Ireland.
However, we note in Chapter 3 of the consultation document the word ‘all’ is omitted from the aim and
we recommend that the well-being of children and young people is considered across all the Section 75
categories.
We recommend that the Children and Young People's Strategy contains a clear timetabled commitment
to tackle inequalities, ensure greater harmonisation and consistency across all Section 75 equality
groups.
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Proposed Key Principles
The consultation document proposes key principles that the Strategy and its delivery will
be guided by. These key principles are listed below:
●●

Participation

●●

Partnership

●●

Co-design

●●

Evidence-informed

●●

Focused on early intervention

●●

Age-appropriate actions

●●

Rights-based

●●

Subject to review

Please indicate to what extent you agree with the key principles:
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comments you may have relating to the key principles, including details of any
you would add, change or remove:
The proposed key principles in the consultation document are welcomed and are closely aligned to the
Commission’s recommendations for age equality. This document can be found on our website at:
www.equalityni.org/Age
As the development of key principles are subject to review we recommend explicit reference to
compliance with international conventions to address key shortfalls in legislation, policies and practices
in Northern Ireland. Compliance with obligations should, for example, include the UN Convention on the
Rights of People with Disabilities (UNCRPD) and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW).
We are disappointed that the proposed key principles do not include a commitment to wider changes to
equality law that impact on Section 75 groups, for example age equality legislation to make unlawful any
unjustified age discrimination in the provision of goods, facilities and services. We recommend that a
review of equality legislation is included and we will continue to call for protection for people of all ages
against age discrimination to apply to the provision of services.
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Proposed New Structures
The consultation document proposes that new structures will be established, and existing
structures utilised, to oversee the delivery of the Strategy. These structures are:
●●

Ministerial led Sub-Committee for Children and Young People

●●

Children and Young People’s Strategy Group

●●

Stakeholder forum

●●

Children and Young People’s Strategy Partnership (CYPSP)

●●

Ongoing engagement with children and young people

●●

Ongoing engagement with parents and guardians

●●

Accessing relevant research from academia

Please indicate to what extent you agree with the proposed structures:
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comments you may have relating to the structures:
We believe that active participation and engagement in public, political and civic life by younger people
is required to assist more informed policy decision making and ensure they feel valued. It is the
Commission's view that structures should be put in place to ensure there are no inconsistencies in
levels of participation and engagement between Departments and children and young people across the
equality grounds.
The 'Our Children and Young People - Our Pledge: A Ten year strategy for children and young people in
Northern Ireland 2006-2016' led to the establishment of Departmental Children's Champions. The
Commission would welcome an evaluation of their effectiveness.
The Commission would welcome the opportunity to contribute on an on-going basis to the development
of the Children and Young People's Strategy, and its implementation.
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Proposed Outcomes to Improve Well-being
To improve well-being, the consultation document outlines 8 proposed outcomes we want
for our children and young people, these are:
●●

Children and young people are physically and mentally healthy.

●●

Children and young people enjoy play and leisure.

●●

Children and young people learn and achieve.

●●

Children and young people live in safety and stability.

●●

Children and young people experience economic and environmental well-being.

●●

Children and young people make a positive contribution to society.

●●

Children and young people live in a society which respects their rights.

●●

Children and young people live in a society in which equality of opportunity and good
relations are promoted.

For each outcome, you are asked to consider the following:
●●

Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?

●●

How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)
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Outcome: Children and young people are physically and mentally
healthy

Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?
Within the ‘physically and mentally healthy’ outcome, the areas below have been identified as
requiring the greatest effort. Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.
1.

Infants: By establishing good health habits in the home from an early age the foundations
for achieving this outcome will be established.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

✔

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
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Strongly Disagree

Children and young people are physically and mentally healthy

2.

Children and young people with mental health problems: Concerns relate to depression
and anxiety, eating disorders, drug and alcohol related problems and increased levels of
self‑harm.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
Children and young people face particular barriers in relation to health and social care including funding
for mental health services, access to age related appropriate care and treatment; and the process of
transitioning from youth to adult services.
We recommend investment in health care to address the specific needs of equality groups, for example
young people's mental health needs and the comparative suicide rate among young males. There is a
clear link between mental health and homophobia with a Young Life and Times survey reporting that the
16 year old age group is particularly vulnerable.
We emphasise the importance of the development of a system for monitoring health inequalities
experienced by ethnic minorities, including the comprehensive collection and review of data also by
Section 75 category to ensure any adverse impacts of access / outcomes can be identified and
addressed.

3.

Children and young people with a disability and/or complex health needs, including
life limiting conditions: We must ensure that disabilities are not a barrier to the realisation
of this or other outcomes for these children and young people.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
A number of factors can contribute to inequalities, including socio-economic and environmental
circumstances, for people with disabilities and their families. We recommend action to identify and
remove barriers and address inequalities in health and social care to meet the specific needs of children
and young people with disabilities. In the outcomes for education and employment there is a need to
ensure training and programmes are accessible and inclusive for all.
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4.

Children and young people living in areas of deprivation: Health outcomes for our
children and young people can be significantly affected by where they live and whether their
family experiences poverty.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

The Commission considers that all children and young people must be valued equally and given the
opportunity to develop to their full potential.
We recommend action to address poverty and social exclusion experienced by a range of equality
groups.
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Outcome: Children and young people are physically and mentally
healthy

How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)
Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline
indicators identified for the ‘physically and mentally healthy’ outcome are outlined below.
Please tell us to what extent you agree with each indicator:
1.

Childhood obesity: Percentage of Primary 1/Year 8 children who are obese - including
breakdown by deprivation quintiles to examine the impact of deprivation.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

11

2.

Low birth weight: The proportion of babies born at a low birth weight.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

Roma, Traveller, Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) and newcomer communities experience health
inequalities for example, poor life expectancy and high rates of infant mortality. We recommend that the
Executive and the Department of Health co-ordinate actions to address the known health inequalities
amongst these groups, ensuring that all policies result in measurable improvements in health outcomes
for this group.

3.

Mental health and emotional well-being: Percentage of children and young people with
GHQ12 scores less than or equal to 4 - signifying possible mental health problem (GHQ12 is
a screening device for identifying minor psychiatric disorders).

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

We note that the data for this indicator will only be applied to children over the age of 16 year as it has
been deemed unsuitable for those aged under the age of 16. We further note that yse of the
psychological scale from Kidscreen for under 16 year olds will be investigated as a prevalence indicator
for this group. The Commission would welcome a timescale for the investigation and implementation of
data collection to ensure that the mental health and emotional well-being of children, including disabled
children under the age of 16 are considered and addressed.
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Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘physically and
mentally healthy’ outcome:
The Commission welcomes the equality issues identified in this Outcome and recommends that the
following are incorporated in the strategy with associated Indicators and action plans:
As identified at paragraph 6.4.19 the increase in waiting times for mental health issues reiterates our
recommendation to ensure CAMHS services support the mental health needs of all children and young
people; and
Paragraph 6.4.20 acknowledges that transitioning is 'one of the most vulnerable times for children and
young people.' We recommend that effective processes be put in place to provide continuity of services
when transitioning from youth to adult services.
The Commission acknowledges that deprivation has an impact on equality but also recommends that
the impact on particular Section 75 groups should be considered, for example improvement in the health
provision for young trans people.
We have highlighted our concerns regarding barriers to accessing health and social care, including
those faced by children and young people in accessing age-appropriate health care. In response to the
consultation by the then Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety on 'The Right Time,
The Right Place – An expert examination of the application of health and social care governance
arrangements for ensuring the quality of care provision in Northern Ireland' we stressed the need for
health and social care to have system wide data collection across the Section 75 categories, so as to
ensure that data can be disaggregated for each of the equality categories.
Our response to 'The Right Time, The Right Place' can be found on our website at:
www.equalityni.org/consultationresponses/2015/page=2

13

Outcome: Children and young people enjoy play and leisure
Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?
Within the ‘enjoy play and leisure’ outcome, the areas below have been identified as
requiring the greatest effort. Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.
1.

Early Years: Play and leisure needs to be encouraged and supported from birth.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
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Strongly Disagree

Children and young people enjoy play and leisure

2.

Children and young people with a disability: Children with a disability, and their families,
require additional support for play and leisure activities.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

Whilst the Northern Ireland Disability Strategy made reference to the development of plans to address
disadvantage through the Delivering Social Change Framework to ensure the rights of children with
disabilities, no specific actions or targets were established.

3.

Children and young people in poverty: Children from less affluent backgrounds are much
less likely to participate in structured play, cultural or arts-based activities

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
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4.

Young People: It is important that teenagers are given the freedom, time and space to
enjoy self-directed play and leisure time.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

This Outcome highlights the importance of play and how it is often overlooked during the policy making
process. It makes reference to children and young people 'who may spend long periods of time in
hospitals or juvenile justice centres', however we can see no recognition of these groups.
Consideration for children and young people in hospital or juvenile justice centres should be given to
ensure they are not excluded from this Outcome.
We further recommend the inclusion of children providing care and care experienced children and
young people to ensure policies include the provision of support to these groups for out-of-school hours
learning and leisure activities.
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Outcome: Children and young people enjoy play and leisure
How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)
Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline
indicator identified for the ‘enjoy play and leisure’ outcome is outlined below. It is intended
that additional indicators will be identified through the Data Development Agenda. Please
tell us to what extent you agree with the indicator:
Enjoyment of Play and Leisure: The enjoyment experienced by children and young people as
they play in their homes, their communities, their schools and their local play facilities.
Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

The Commission welcomes the proposed indicator and recognises the impact participation in
out-of-school hours learning and leisure activities can have on future achievements of children and
young people. We note the intent to identify additional indicators against this Outcome and we
recommend indicators that would ensure equality of opportunity across all Section 75 grounds for
children and young people.
We recommend action to challenge prejudicial attitudes and behaviours and address hate crime so as
to ensure services, public spaces and communities are free from harassment and/or discrimination
across the equality grounds.
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Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘enjoy play and
leisure’ outcome:
The Commission recommends that the Children and Young People's Strategy includes measures to
promote children and young peoples' positive contribution to society, including via balanced media
reporting. We note that the draft Strategy makes reference to negative attitudes experienced by children
and young people, including negative media portrayal. We suggest that negative attitudes is also
included in this Outcome.
We suggest consideration is given to linking the proposed indicator 'Negative stereotyping: Percentage
of young people who feel the media represents young people fairly' in 'Outcome 7 - live in a society
which respects their rights' to 'Outcome 2 - enjoy play and leisure'.
We note the absence of sport and recommend action to increase women’s participation in sport at all
levels and their participation in the governance structures of sport; and to tackle barriers to the
participation of trans people in sport, including transphobia.
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Outcome: Children and young people learn and achieve
Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?
Within the ‘learn and achieve’ outcome, the areas below have been identified as requiring
the greatest effort. Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.
1.

Pupils entitled to free school meals: It is important that our most disadvantaged learners
are given particular focus and evidence clearly demonstrates that social disadvantage has
the greatest single impact on attainment.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
The Commission recommends action to address the educational under achievement of those entitled to
free school meals, particularly boys, notably Protestant boys and children and young people with
disabilities. In addressing areas that arise from socio economic disadvantage we recommend that this
is progressed and monitored in relation to each of the Section 75 categories.
We note the Northern Ireland Strategic Migration Partnership's caution against a sole focus on social
deprivation, as it may result in lack of resources for children for whom under-attainment is related to
factors other than social deprivation or for whom social deprivation is only one of the contributing
factors. For example, for Newcomer children this may relate to language or cultural issues or to
differing prior experiences of formal education.

19

2.

Children and young people with Special Educational Needs (SEN): Work needs to
continue to ensure that all pupils with learning difficulties receive a high quality education and
fulfil their potential.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
The Commission's draft Statement on Key Inequalities in Education identified the need to consider
disability and SEN separately. Children with a disability can be overlooked if they do not have a
Statement that outlines for schools how exactly their needs should be met. It is important to note that
not all children with SEN have a disability, and not all children with a disability have SEN.
The draft Statement on Key Inequalities in Education found that students with SEN and students with a
disability have lower attainment levels than students without any SEN or disability; are less likely to go
on to higher education; and are more likely to be bullied.
We recommend actions to address barriers such as putting in place procedures/protocols for assessing
need and intervention in relation to the assessment and diagnosis of SEN in Northern Ireland.
A clear, strong commitment to addressing the education inequalities experienced by young people with
disabilities, including disability-related bullying, is needed.

Care experienced children and young people: Children and young people leaving care
The are
Commission's
draft
Statement
on Key Inequalities
in Education
can be found
at:
at a greater
risk
of not transitioning
to employment,
education
or training.
It is important
www.equalityni.org/KeyInequalities-Education
that they are supported during their education and as they transition out of education and out
of care, to ensure they experience positive outcomes.

3.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
We support this Outcome and recommend that the Department of Education and the Department of
Health work together to provide a co-ordinated and consistent approach, including via their duty within
the Children's Services Co-operation Act (Northern Ireland) 2015, to the effective participation in
education of every care experienced children.
The Commission recommends the introduction of measures to address the educational
under-achievement of care experienced children.
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4.

Newcomer, Traveller and Roma children and young people: There is a clear and
demonstrable attainment gap for children and young people who are newcomers to
Northern Ireland, from the Traveller or Roma communities.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
The Commission has drawn attention to the attendance and drop-out rates and poor educational
outcomes experienced by Irish Travellers. We recommend a series of actions to improve the
educational experience of Irish Travellers, Roma, asylum seeking and refugee children.
For example: a review of the effectiveness of current English as an Additional Language (EAL)
support; identification of appropriate strategies to support the teaching of newcomer pupils through the
development of effective newcomer pupil programs; and the provision of accessible information for
parents on the education system in Northern Ireland.
Further, we consider that sharing in education, across the full range of equality grounds has the
potential to improve educational access and attainment for pupils from a diverse range of backgrounds
and abilities.

5.

Children and young people in custody: These young people should receive education
provision to the same standards, under the same legal basis, as any other young person.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

21

Outcome: Children and young people learn and achieve
How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)
Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline
indicators identified for the ‘learn and achieve’ outcome are outlined below. Please tell us to
what extent you agree with each indicator:
1.

Child Development: Percentage of children who are at the appropriate stage of
development in their immediate pre-school year.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

The Commission seeks clarity on how the data for this proposed indicator will be collected to ensure
that barriers are identified and addressed.
We call for appropriate, accessible and affordable childcare provision to meet the diverse needs of all
children, including children with disabilities, those from BME communities and new residents.
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2.

Educational Attainment: Percentage of school leavers achieving level 2 qualifications ~
five+ GCSEs at A*-C or equivalent, including GCSE English and Maths (including equivalent
level 2 qualifications eg BTEC level 2 certificates/diplomas).

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

The use of educational attainment as an indicator is welcomed as this data can be used to help shape
the plan to target specific interventions and outcomes. We would further welcome specific actions to
address educational barriers with tailored support across the Section 75 categories.

3.

Educational Inequality: Gap between percentage of non-FSME (Free School Meal Entitled)
school leavers and percentage of FSME school leavers achieving level 2 qualifications ~
five+ GCSEs at A*-C or equivalent, including GCSE English and Maths (including equivalent
level 2 qualifications eg BTEC level 2 certificates/diplomas).

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

The Commission recommends that the consideration of poverty (using free school meal entitlement as a
proxy for social disadvantage) is disaggregated by Section 75 category.
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Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘learn and achieve’
outcome:
We recommend a move to a system of education which routinely teaches all pupils together via a
shared curriculum in shared classes, in support of better advancing a shared society.
The Commission recommends that the Department of Education and relevant Departments takes action
to:
- address gender stereotyping in education;
- incorporate gender mainstreaming via the curriculum,careers advice, teacher training and key policies;
- address the under-attainment of boys;
- tackle prejudice based bullying, and improve the monitoring and recording of these incidents;
- remove barriers facing care experienced children and young people and young carers;
- address the provision, and monitoring of uptake, of appropriate, accessible and affordable childcare to
meet the diverse needs of all children; and
- ensure that all measures are tracked for impact across Section 75 grounds and that gaps in equality
data are addressed.

We note the Executive's support for high quality childcare and early education services as contributory
factors in improved performance at school and into adult life. We note that the Childcare Strategy is
acknowledged as a instrument for the Children and Young People's Strategy and would suggest that it
is included in this Outcome.
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Outcome: Children and young people live in safety and stability
Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?
Within the ‘live in safety and stability’ outcome, the areas below have been identified as
requiring the greatest effort. Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.
1.

Youth homelessness: A young person cannot feel safe or live with any stability if they do
not have a place they can call home.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
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2.

Looked After Children: Looked after children may have experienced living conditions
which are unsafe and unstable – leading to them leaving their family home and living in care.
Therefore, it is important that whilst in care they are given the safety and stability which they
were previously denied.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

3.

Internet Safety: Children and young people, and their parents, should be supported to
develop the skills and knowledge necessary to stay safe online and on how to respond when
subject to online abuse.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
There is also a need to tackle gender stereotypes in the media and social media, including advertising
and marketing. For example, there is a need to eradicate the objectification and degradation of women
which contribute in turn to negative outcomes in terms of body image and resultant eating disorders.
Gender stereotypes in the media can also have an impact on how men see themselves and behave,
sometimes aspiring to stereotypical notions of masculinity that can have a negative impact on
themselves and others.
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4.

Children and young people under the threat of paramilitary intimidation: This was
raised consistently during co-design as an area of concern for young people – paramilitary
intimidation can lead to feelings of instability and insecurity, causing the young person
distress and leaving them isolated from family, friends and community.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

5.

Children experiencing neglect or domestic violence: Neglect or domestic violence can
affect any child and/or young person. The impact of such abuse on children and young
people can be significant and longlasting.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:
We recommend action to tackle gender based violence and domestic violence in gender specific
contexts and ensure appropriate service provision. In particular we call on the government to ratify the
Istanbul Convention to provide an obligation to exercise due diligence to prevent/protect women and
men (as well as children who may witness domestic violence) against violence.
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6.

Children and young people in contact with the youth justice system: We must work to
ensure that children and young people who come into contact with the youth justice system –
including the children of prisoners – are not destined to have poorer life chances.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

7.

Family Breakdown: Children and young people have a right to preserve their family
relations and a right to maintain direct contact with both parents on a regular basis, if that is
in their best interests. We must ensure that those rights are respected and help parents to
work through their difficulties in a way that does not cause additional stress and harm.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:
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Outcome: Children and young people live in safety and stability
How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)
Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline
indicators identified for the ‘live in safety and stability’ outcome are outlined below. Please
tell us to what extent you agree with each indicator:
1.

Youth homelessness: Number of 16/17 year olds presenting as homeless.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:
The Commission seeks clarity on how the data collected will be used as an indicator for the provision of
early interventions to prevent homelessness.

29

2.

First time entrants into the criminal justice system: Number of first time entrants into the
criminal justice system.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

The Commission supports this indicator but recommends that it is used as an opportunity to track and
address inequalities for the full range of equality groups.

3.

Victims of crime: Number of young people who are victims of crime.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

We welcome this indicator to identify young people who have reported that they are a victim of a crime
and recommend that the data is collected for the full range of equality groups.
The Northern Ireland Crime Survey is used to develop and monitor government policies and targets,
however the views of children under the age of 16 are not sought. We have raised concerns about data
limitations, for example, it does not cover young people, or those in care homes, and excludes certain
types of crimes, including crimes towards children
We would seek clarification on what action will be taken to tackle under-reporting and to encourage
young people to come forward as victims of crime.
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4.

Child contact order: Number of repeat applications made.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:
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Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘live in safety and
stability’ outcome:
The Commission welcomes this Outcome and acknowledges that whilst socio-economic disadvantage
is not a specified ground under equality legislation, the barriers and inequalities experienced by equality
groups can be exacerbated by poverty and social exclusion.
The Commission is unclear as to how the proposed indicators will identify and remove barriers
experienced by vulnerable, marginalised and disadvantaged groups when transitioning in education,
employment and health services.
We note that a report by the House of Commons Justice Committee (2013) highlighted that young
offenders with speech, language and communication needs are at greater risk of re-offending. We
recommend that proposed actions will include measures to improve support for young offenders with
disabilities.
We also recommend this Outcome include tackling the high levels of prejudicial attitudes towards trans
people, and raising societal awareness and understanding of the barriers they may experience.
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Children and young people experience
a. economic and b. environmental well-being

Outcome: Children and young people experience economic and
environmental well‑being
Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?
Within the ‘economic and environmental well-being’ outcome, the areas below have been
identified as requiring the greatest effort. Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.
1.

Families experiencing poverty: By helping families living in poverty, children and young
people affected can experience a range of better outcomes.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

The Commission welcomes this Outcome and acknowledges that whilst socio-economic disadvantage
is not a specified ground under equality legislation, the barriers and inequalities experienced by equality
groups can be exacerbated by poverty and social exclusion.
The Commission is unclear as to how the proposed indicators will identify and remove barriers
experienced by vulnerable, marginalised and disadvantaged groups when transitioning in education,
employment and health services.
We note that a report by the House of Commons Justice Committee (2013) highlighted that young
offenders with speech, language and communication needs are at greater risk of re-offending. We
recommend that proposed actions will include measures to improve support for young offenders with
disabilities.
We also recommend this Outcome include tackling the high levels of prejudicial attitudes towards trans
people, and raising societal awareness and understanding of the barriers they may experience.
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2.

Children and young people in need of education, employment or training: Children and
young people should have opportunities to develop appropriate skills so they can become
economically active, find a gainful employment and avoid poverty.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
Education plays a key role in determining a person's life chances and opportunities and we recommend
that planned actions are effective in addressing the proportion of young people who are Not in
Education, Employment or Training. In general targeted action is required for those with multiple
identities who may face additional barriers to training and the labour market. For example, lone parents
may require assistance with childcare, while disabled people may require support in relation to
transport, additional costs and/or reasonable adjustments.
In addition, we recommend the elimination of occupational and industrial segregation.

3.

Rural young people: Children and young people living in rural areas often face additional
challenges in the area of economic well-being. There may be fewer employment
opportunities and they may have to travel further to access education, training or
employment.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
The Commission acknowledges the additional barriers that rural people may face in relation to
employment opportunities for example access to transport and additional financial costs.
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Outcome: Children and young people experience economic and
environmental well-being
How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)
Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline
indicators identified for the ‘experience economic and environmental well-being’ outcome
are outline below. Please tell us to what extent you agree with each indicator:
1.

Child Poverty: Percentage of children living in absolute poverty before housing costs.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

The Commission acknowledges this Outcome but would seek clarification on how the implementation
plan will collect data and how it will address the associated barriers such as, the cost of childcare and
the cost of fuel.
We recommend the publication of the Childcare Strategy, as childcare is recognised as key to child
development and that absence of childcare can contribute to disadvantages. The implementation of this
strategy should address the full range of childcare need and assign responsibility across government
departments.
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2.

Number of young people not in education, employment or training: Number of 16-24
year olds not in education, employment or training.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

We welcome this proposed indicator and recommend the ongoing monitoring and any lessons learned
identified are targeted and action is taken to drive forward improvement in this area.
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Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘experience
economic and environmental well‑being’ outcome:
There are clear economic and social benefits to promoting equality and good relations. Inequalities, for
example, in gender and disability impose a heavy toll on the economy and result in the under utilisation
of talent.
There is a need to protect the most vulnerable from the adverse impact of welfare reform. Relevant
Departments should identify and commit to specific measures which will mitigate the adverse impact of
welfare reform, or any alternative policies which might better achieve the promotion of equality of
opportunity.
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Outcome: Children and young people make a positive contribution to
society

Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?
Within the ‘positive contribution to society’ outcome, the areas below have been identified
as requiring the greatest effort. Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.
1.

Youth Work (youth organisations and groups: Youth work (through youth organisations
and groups) seeks to enable every young person to achieve their full potential, and to
particularly support young people who may have experienced challenges in their early life. It
is essential that the Strategy can be flexible and accommodate vulnerable young people in
the 18-25 age bracket (aligning with the Priorities for Youth).

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

The Commission supports this Outcome as it provides an opportunity for community and voluntary led
programmes to provide alternative education for young people disengaged with the education system.
The inclusion of vulnerable young people in the 18-25 age bracket is welcomed.
When allocating budgets, Departments and other public authorities should ensure that they fulfill their
statutory equality and good relations duties, in addition to the duty contained in the Children's Services
Co-operation Act (NI) 2015 to share resources and pool funds.
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2.

“Seldom heard voices” of young people: Participation should be for all children and
young people and mechanisms should be put in place to facilitate and actively seek out the
voice of young people who are seldom heard.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

We welcome this Outcome but seek clarification on how young people currently not engaged with youth
activities will be identified and what steps will be taken to support their participation.
Greater participation by younger people in public appointments would help to ensure a more informed
policy decision making process. We recommend steps are taken to encourage younger people to apply
for public appointments; and to explore and address any institutional barriers to their appointment.
We seek a commitment from government departments to promote the participation of children and
young people with disabilities in public life in furtherance of their statutory disability duties.
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Outcome: Children and young people make a positive contribution to
society

How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)
Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline
indicators identified for the ‘positive contribution to society’ outcome are outline below.
Please tell us to what extent you agree with each indicator:
1.

Participation: Frequency of participation in voluntary and community work.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

We welcome the Executive 'actively seek[ing] the views of children and young people and provid[ing]
opportunities for them to engage, participate and contribute to society'. We recommend that the active
engagement of children and young people is extended to include all government departments and
ensure that departmental participation includes consultations, strategies and policies, and that it extends
across the Section 75 categories.
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2.

Self-efficacy: Measure the confidence and capability of young people through self-efficacy.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

The Commission seeks clarification as to how self-efficacy would be measured to ensure a tailored
approach that would be inclusive to the needs of all children and young people across all the equality
grounds.

41

Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘make a positive
contribution to society’ outcome:

We recommend that effective measures are put in place to secure active participation of children and
young people in all areas of public life, address identified barriers and encourage participation of
under-represented groups.
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Children and young people live in a society
which respects their rights

Outcome: Live in a society which respect their rights
Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?
Within the ‘live in a society which respects their rights’ outcome, the areas below have been
identified as requiring the greatest effort. Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.
1.

Children acting as carers: Children acting as carers are at risk of missing out on their
childhood.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

We agree with this Outcome and recommend that in keeping with the Children's Services Co-operation
Act (NI) 2015 the Department of Health and the Department of Education work in collaboration to
identify young carers and provide the services needed to support their improved educational outcomes.
By working in collaboration departments could better identify carers, provide signposting to services and
improve monitoring and data collection.
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2.

Children and young people who suffer from racism: Children and young people can find
themselves subject to direct or indirect discrimination or racism. It is important that these
children and young people are aware of their rights and what support they are entitled to –
they require extra protection to prevent negative experiences resulting in negative outcomes.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
The Commission notes that acknowledgement is given to the Racial Equality Strategy as an instrument
for the Children and Young People's Strategy but we note that it is not mentioned in this Outcome.
We recommend the reform of race equality legislation to strengthen existing legislation and tackle
inequalities. In developing actions to promote racial equality, public authorities should ensure that staff
receive initial and in-service anti-racism, cultural diversity training and ensure that information and
services are accessible and culturally appropriate.

3.

Children and young people who are Lesbian, Gay or Bisexual (LGB): Lesbian, gay or
bisexual young people feel that their rights and awareness or their issues are largely ignored
in their education, communities and wider society.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
The Commission notes that there is no inclusion of references to the awaited draft Sexual Orientation
Equality Strategy as an instrument for the Children and Young People's Strategy in this outcome.
We continue to recommend the reform of sexual orientation equality legislation to strengthen existing
legislation to help tackle inequalities. In addition we recommend that the Executive adopts strategic
action to raise awareness of the issues facing LGB people with multiple identities and to take action to
tackle the barriers they experience and to address their specific needs; including a focus on multiple
identity issues within the proposed Sexual Orientation Strategy.
The statutory curriculum should be more inclusive of LGB issues. We recommend that steps are taken
to ensure that schools are supported to deal with sexual orientation issues in a sensitive,
non-discriminatory way, including when delivering relationships and sexuality education (RSE) to pupils.
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We further recommend that the Department and other key stakeholders, in line with the aims and
objectives of the Department’s CRED policy, takes steps to ensure that curriculum support materials
and good practice guidance effectively embeds equality of opportunity for LGB pupils.

Children and young people live in a society
which respects their rights

4.

Children and young people who identify as Transgender: Services need to be flexible in
dealing with children and young people who identify as transgender and ensure they do not
face discrimination, of any sort, based on their identity.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

We welcome the inclusion of transgender children and young people as a specific area and
recommend:
Actions to challenge prejudicial attitudes, behaviour and hate crimes towards trans people and raising
society's awareness and understanding of the barriers trans people may face. These should include:
measures to tackle bullying, including challenging gender roles to further the broader societal aim of
preventing gender based violence.
steps taken to tackle prejudice-based bullying in schools and improve monitoring and recording of these
incidents.

5.

a service framework implemented by the Department of Health to support the needs of young trans
people in service provision by health providers.

Children and young people who speak a different language: Where possible, services

In relation
education,
forof
schools
on, among
other
practical
considerations
such as
shouldtobe
providedguidelines
in a range
languages
to cater
forthings,
all children
and
young people.
uniforms, toilet facilities and school trips and inclusion of gender variance in the curriculum.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

We welcome this outcome and recommend that the Department of Education assists schools in making
effective use of dual language resources to help Newcomer learners access the curriculum.
The Department should seek to ensure that ethnic minority children see their culture and language
reflected in the classroom and school curriculum; disseminate best practice around induction and
admissions; and provide guidance on promoting the participation of newly-arrived children
in the wider life of the school.
We recommend that the Executive and Department of Education work with the regional Inclusion and
Diversity Service to understand and improve the experiences of and outcomes for newcomer (including
Roma and asylum seeker) children and BME pupils including identifying and addressing any attainment
differentials; assessing educational needs; reviewing the effectiveness of current English as an
Additional Language (EAL) support; identifying appropriate strategies to support the teaching of
newcomer pupils through the development of effective newcomer pupil programs and the provision of
accessible information on the education system in Northern Ireland.

45

6.

Children and young people who seek to practice their faith: Children and young people
who seek to live out their faith in daily life are at risk of not having their fundamental rights
respected. This also applies to those children and young people who have no faith and who
class themselves as atheist or humanist.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
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Strongly Disagree

Children and young people live in a society
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Outcome: Live in a society which respect their rights
How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)
Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline
indicators identified for the ‘live in a society which respects their rights’ outcome are
outline below. Please tell us to what extent you agree with each indicator:
1.

Understanding of the UNCRC: Percentage of young people who have heard of the
UNCRC and percentage of adults who have heard of the UNCRC.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:
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2.

Respect for views: Percentage of young people who feel they have a chance to give their
views about the issues that affect them.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

The Commission notes that a respect index is currently being developed and we recommend that it will
both track and seek to improve outcomes for children and young people across all Section 75 grounds.

3.

Negative stereotyping: Percentage of young people who feel the media represents young
people fairly.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

We welcome this indicator and are pleased to see that our recommendation of including measures to
promote children and young peoples' positive contribution to society, including via balanced media
reporting has been included in this strategy. For example, there is a need for balanced reporting with
media stories covering children and young people's achievements and their positive contributions to
society.
We recommend that the Executive and Departments implement specific long-term measures to tackle
prejudicial attitudes and stereotypes across all the Section 75 groups and to promote values of
acceptance and respect for difference.
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Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘live in a society
which respects their rights’ outcome:
We recommend that the indicators are expanded to include data collection across all Section 75
categories.
Whilst we note that the Racial Equality and Disability Strategy are acknowledged as instruments for the
Children and Young People's strategy we also note that there is no specific mention of them in the
Outcome. The Commission notes that there is no inclusion of references to the awaited draft Sexual
Orientation Equality Strategy as an instrument for the Children and Young People's Strategy in this
outcome.
We recommend that the Executive adopts strategic action to raise awareness of the issues facing LGB
people with multiple identities and to take action to tackle the barriers they experience and to address
their specific needs; including a focus on multiple identity issues within the proposed Sexual Orientation
Strategy. In addition we recommend the reform of sexual orientation equality legislation to strengthen
and update existing legislation to help tackle inequalities and ensure greater harmonisation and
consistency across equality legislation.
The Commission’s Equality Awareness Survey contains a range of relevant attitudinal questions and
data which focuses on general and social attitudes which may serve to further inform considerations and
approaches.
The current Equality Awareness Survey can be found at:
www.equalityni.org/Delivering-Equality/dymmsurvey
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Outcome: Live in a society in which equality of opportunity and good
relations are promoted

Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?
Within the ‘live in a society in which equality of opportunity and good relations are
promoted’ outcome, the areas below have been identified as requiring the greatest effort.
Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.
1.

Children and young people most likely to experience inequality (S75): Section 75 of the
Northern Ireland Act 1998 lists groups of people that require equality of opportunity. These
groups include children and young people. Children and young people with different religious
beliefs, political opinions, racial group, sexual orientation, gender, disability etc should all be
treated fairly and equally. In addition, children and young people should not feel they are
treated unfairly due to their age and negative perceptions of young people should be tackled.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

The Equality Commission recommends that people of all ages, including children and young people are
protected by the law against unlawful age discrimination and harassment when accessing goods,
facilities and services, for example, health care, education or financial services. We are of the view that
there is compelling evidence that children and young people are subjected to less favourable treatment
due to their age when accessing goods and services, and that there is a robust case for strengthening
the rights of all children and young people against age discrimination outside the workplace.

In addition to the duties under Section 75 referred to within the Outcome, we recommend inclusion of
the duties under the Disability Discrimination (NI) Order 2006, all public authorities when exercising their
functions must have due regard to the need to promote positive attitudes towards disabled people, and
encourage participation by disabled people in public life.
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2.

Children and young people living in interface areas: Children and young people who
experience the legacy of the conflict more keenly and who live in communities with more
entrenched attitudes, need greater support to realise the outcome of improved attitudes.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

While the need for reconciliation is likely to be greatest between Catholics and Protestants we welcome
the view (paragraph 8.17) that the indicator relating to attitudes extends to a range of groups under
Section 75'.
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Outcome: Live in a society in which equality of opportunity and good
relations are promoted

How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)
Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline
indicators identified for the ‘live in a society which equality of opportunity and good
relations are promoted’ outcome are outline below. Please tell us to what extent you agree
with each indicator:
1.

Attitudes towards others: Percentage who are favourable towards Catholics, Protestants
and Minority Ethnic Groups.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

We recommend that this indicator seeks to track and advance reconciliation across all Section 75
categories.
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2.

Engagement between young people of different community backgrounds: Percentage
of young people who regularly socialise or play sport with people from a different religious
community.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

Whilst we would agree with an indicator for engagement between communities we recommend that the
focus should be across all Section 75 grounds.

3.

Shared spaces: Percentage of young people who think that leisure centres, parks, libraries
and shopping centres in their area are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

We recommend the shared space indicator is widened to cover all Section 75 groups and welcome the
proposed data development to incorporate a focus on wider spaces for sharing in housing and
education.

53

Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘live in a society in which
equality of opportunity and good relations are promoted’ outcome:
We welcome the 'wish' to expand the indicator, relating to attitudes, across all the Section 75 groups
and recommend that it is actioned with an implementation plan containing commitments aimed at
measuring sharing across all public places. We further recommend that all relevant measures should
not only be tracked in aggregate but also for impact on children and young people from each of the
Section 75 grounds.
We are disappointed that as part of the data development agenda the Department 'may also consider'
collection of data from children and young people from marginalised groups. We recommend that data
is collected against relevant measures and tracked for impact on children and young people across all
the Section 75 groups.

We consider that the UNCRC Committee's recommendations in its recent Concluding Observations on
the UK (2016) relating to Article 2 (non‐discrimination principle) of the UNCRC should be treated as a
priority for follow up. These include the recommendations that the State Party: considers the possibility
of expanding legislation to provide protection for all children under 18 years of age against age
discrimination; strengthens its awareness raising and other preventative measure against discrimination;
and addresses the negative attitudes towards children, especially adolescents, within society.
It is important to note that in January 2015 OFMDFM highlighted that the vast majority of respondees to
the consultation expressed support for the inclusion of children and young people aged under 16 within
the scope of the legislation. We are of the view that there is compelling evidence that children and
young people are subjected to less favourable treatment due to their age when accessing goods and
services, and that there is a robust case for strengthening the rights of all children and young people
against age discrimination outside the workplace.
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Additional Comments
Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the Children and Young
People’s Strategy:
We note the proposal of a data development agenda to gather more information for use in future
indicators. Robust equality data is essential to shape, refine and evaluate the impact of strategies,
programmes and policies. We recommend that all indicators are not only tracked in aggregate terms,
but also for impact across all Section 75 categories and gaps in equality data are addressed. We
reiterate the need to address key gaps in equality data, including on the grounds of gender identity,
sexual orientation and race. Further, rectification is needed of the lack of data disaggregation in relation
to ethnicity, disability and gender.
Commitment is needed at the highest level to ensure the improvement of the well-being of children and
young people, as set out in the Children's Services Co-operation Act (NI) 2015. Section 75 requires
public authorities to have due regard to the need to promote equality of opportunity and regard to the
desirability of promoting good relations. A public authority needs to consider not only its function of
setting a budget for its operations, but also how that budget impacts on policies and service delivery.
Decision makers should take steps to protect the most vulnerable in our society and to ensure that the
impact on them is a key consideration if cuts in services are being considered. To assist with the
budget process we have set out in our Equality Commission (2015) 'Section 75 and Budgets: A short
guide' on how Section 75 duties and equality scheme commitments apply to the budget processes.
This guide can be found at: www.equalityni.org/S75duties
The Commission has reviewed the Department of Education's 'Equality and Human Rights Policy
Screening for Children and Young People's Strategy' screening document and a member of the Advice
and Compliance division will be in contact with the Equality Officer to discuss further.
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IF YOU ARE RESPONDING AS AN INDIVIDUAL
1.

Your Details:

Name

_______________________________________________________________

Address

_______________________________________________________________

City/Town

_______________________________________________________________

Postcode

_______________________________________________________________

Email Address

_______________________________________________________________

Phone Number

_______________________________________________________________

2.

3.

Are you.....?

4.

Are you.....?

Male

Single, that is never married

Female

Married and living with husband/wife

What is your age?

Living as married with a partner
Married and separated from husband/wife

0-15

Divorced

16-19

Widowed

20-24
25-34

Civil Partner in a legally recognised Civil
Partnership and living with civil partner

35-49

In Civil Partnership - separated

50-64

In Civil Partnership - legally dissolved

65+

In Civil Partnership - partner since died
Other (please specify)
___________________________

56

Children and Young People’s Strategy

Consultation Questionnaire

5.

6.

Are you.....?

8.

Heterosexual

No religion

Bisexual

Catholic

Gay

Presbyterian

Lesbian

Church of Ireland

Other (please specify)

Methodist

___________________________

Baptist
Free Presbyterian

What is your country of birth?

Brethren

Northern Ireland

Protestant - not specified

England

Christian - not specified

Wales

Buddhist

Scotland

Hindu

Republic of Ireland

Jewish

Elsewhere (please write the name of

Muslim

the country)

Sikh

___________________________

7.

What is your religion?

Any other religion (please specify)
___________________________

What is your ethnicity?
White
Chinese
Irish Traveller

9.

Do you have any dependants in
your care
(Please select all that apply)

Indian

Child/Children

Pakistani

Elderly Relative

Bangladeshi

Sick or Infirm Relative

Black Caribbean

Disabled Relative

Black African

None

Black Other

Other (please specify)

Other (please specify)

___________________________

___________________________
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10.

The Equality Act (2010) defines disability as a physical or mental impairment that has
a ‘substantial’ and ‘long-term’ (more than 12 months) negative effect on your ability to do
normal daily activities. Under this definition, do you consider yourself to have a disability?
Yes
No

58

Children and Young People’s Strategy

Consultation Questionnaire

EQUALITY IMPACT
Any strategy is likely to have impacts beyond the specific areas and issues it may be
targeting. We would welcome views on how delivering a Children and Young People’s
Strategy may affect other groups in society.
Please describe any effect you think the delivery of a Children and Young People’s Strategy
may have on the nine groups contained within Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act.
Strongly

Mainly Positive

Mainly

Strongly

Positive

No Effect

Negative

Negative

Religious beliefs
Political opinion
Racial groups
Age
Marital status
Sexual orientation
Gender
Persons with a disability
and persons without
Persons with dependants
and persons without

Please provide further detail as to why you feel the Strategy will have negative/positive effects.
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Confidentiality and Access
to Information Legislation
Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, may be
published or disclosed in accordance with access to information legislation: these are chiefly
the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA), the Data Protection Act 1998 (DPA) and the
Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR).
If you want the information that you provide to be treated as confidential, please be aware that,
under the FOIA, there is a statutory Code of Practice (section 45) with which public authorities
must comply and which deals, amongst other things, with obligations of confidence. In view of this,
it would be helpful if you could explain to us why you regard the information you have provided
as confidential. If we receive a request for disclosure of the information, we will take full account
of your explanation, but we cannot give an assurance that confidentiality can be maintained in all
circumstances. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of
itself, be regarded as binding on the Department of Education.
For further information about confidentiality of responses please contact the Information
Commissioner’s Office on 028 9026 9380 or email ni@ico.gsi.gov.uk (or see their website).
Please tick the box below if you wish your response to be treated as anonymous.
I want my response to be treated as anonymous
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Thank You

That completes the survey - thank you for your valuable input into this consultation.
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