
 

23 July 2021 

Statement on commentary relating to Asylum Seekers 

Geraldine McGahey, Chief Commissioner, Equality Commission for Northern Ireland 
said:  “The divisive commentary around the group of asylum seekers staying in 
Carrickfergus shows the importance of addressing myths around asylum seekers 
and refugees, and of challenging those who foster fear and prejudice.  I am 
heartened by the local community response to this commentary.  
  
“Refugee integration is a two-way process, placing demands on us and on the 
refugees themselves. There are complex challenges facing refugees and asylum 
seekers, who may have experienced trauma and other serious stresses before 
coming to Northern Ireland.   It’s about supporting and empowering them to live full 
lives and giving them an equal chance to participate in Northern Ireland’s society.  
 
There needs to be co-ordinated strategic policy response to meeting the needs of all 
asylum seekers and refugees in Northern Ireland. The Executive has already made a 
commitment to a Refugee Integration Strategy and this needs to be progressed. 
Difference needs to be embraced and we need long-term measures to eliminate 
racial discrimination and to tackle prejudicial attitudes, so everyone in our society 
feels safe and valued” concluded Ms McGahey. 




Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		AsylumSeekerStatement.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 2

		Passed manually: 0

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 1

		Passed: 29

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Skipped		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
